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PREFACE
Louisiana Economic Vitals is a weekly report prepared by LED’s State Economic Competitive-
ness (SEC) team. This report provides readers with data from federal and state governmental 
entities, as well as other credible third-party sources. All data has been independently ana-
lyzed and summarized to ensure clarity, brevity, and practical utilization.

Louisiana Economic Development November 2025 Announcements:
Drone Institute Expands Lafayette Headquarters to Advance Innovation and Data Technology, Creating Nearly 
1,400 New Job Opportunities 
November 20th, 2025

Louisiana venture capital firms, once an afterthought, are big funders of local startups now 
November 20th, 2025

Katoen Natie Baton Rouge Breaks Ground on $25 Million Expansion Project 
November 19th, 2025 

Plastipak Packaging Announces $53.8 Million Expansion at Central Louisiana Manufacturing Facility 
November 18h, 2025

Military Spending in Louisiana Up 77%, Generating $17 Billion Economic Impact Statewide 
November 12th, 2025

Pipe and Steel Industrial Fabricators Announces Second Expansion in Two Years to Further Strengthen 
Louisiana’s Industrial Manufacturing Base 
November 5th, 2025

Direct questions and comments to:

Dr. Christopher Coombs, Economist, Economic Competitiveness 

E: Christopher.Coombs@la.gov       T: 225.342.5410
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https://www.opportunitylouisiana.gov/news/drone-institute-expands-lafayette-headquarters-to-advance-innovation-and-data-technology-creating-nearly-1400-new-job-opportunities
https://www.opportunitylouisiana.gov/news/drone-institute-expands-lafayette-headquarters-to-advance-innovation-and-data-technology-creating-nearly-1400-new-job-opportunities
https://www.nola.com/news/business/innovation/for-louisiana-entrepreneurs-and-investors-software-is-the-big-draw---but-ai-is-the-wildcard/article_6af7bfb5-8251-4afb-90bc-936a0364f9d6.html
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https://www.opportunitylouisiana.gov/news/military-spending-in-louisiana-up-77-generating-17-billion-economic-impact-statewide
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LED PROJECT PIPELINE
Since Governor Landry took office in January 2024, LED has announced 66 projects 
representing more $64.2 billion USD in new investment and over 8,940 direct new jobs across 
Louisiana.

As of November 20, 2025, LED is actively tracking and involved in 183 distinct projects with a 
combined value exceeding $240.5 billion and the potential to create more than 51,245 direct 
new jobs.

CERTIFIED SITE PROGRAM
Since the launch of its Certified Sites Program, LED has certified 163 industrial sites, with 
all or portions of 34 sites advancing into active commerce. At full build-out, these projects 
represent more than $26.9 billion in capital investment, over 6,350 direct new jobs, and more 
than $410 million in total annual wages statewide. Currently, there are 121 actively marketed 
certified sites across every region of Louisiana.



1. LABOR MARKET ACTIVITY
The following tables provide data on state and metropolitan employment, hours, and earnings (current 
U.S. dollars) figures for August 2025. All figures are for the private sector and are not seasonally adjusted. 
The Louisiana state figures are also provided.
Source: bls.gov

 
Table 1. State and Metro Area Private Sector Employment (in Thousands)

Area Aug-25 Jul-25 Aug-24

% Change

(MoM) (YoY)
Alexandria 48.6 48.3 48.3  - 0.6%

Baton Rouge 356.1 355.2 354.5 0.3% 0.5%

Hammond 39 38.8 39 0.5%  -

Houma-Bayou Cane-Thibodaux 75.4 75.4 75.4  -  -

Lafayette 163.4 163.5 161.4 -0.1% 1.2%

Lake Charles 88.2 88.5 88.3 -0.3% -0.1%

Monroe 77.6 77.5 77.3  - 0.4%

New Orleans-Metairie 421.5 420.9 419.7 0.1% 0.4%

Shreveport-Bossier City 142.9 142.5 140.7 0.3% 1.6%

Slidell-Mandeville-Covington 88.3 88.2 87.3 0.1% 1.1%

Louisiana 1680.6 1676.7 1666.6 0.2% 0.8%

Note: Data are not seasonally adjusted; July 2025 data are revised. August 2025 data are preliminary. 

 
Table 2. State and Metro Area Private Sector Average Weekly Hours

Area Aug-25 Jul-25 Aug-24

% Change

(MoM) (YoY)
Alexandria 36.6 36.5 36.8 0.3% -0.5%

Baton Rouge 36.1 36.1 37.7  - -4.2%

Hammond 33.1 32.5 32.6 1.8% 1.5%

Houma-Bayou Cane-Thibodaux 39.8 39.4 41.8 1.0% -4.8%

Lafayette 37.5 37.4 38.2 0.3% -1.8%

Lake Charles 36.2 36.6 35.3 -1.1% 2.5%

Monroe 32.2 32.1 35.9 0.3% -10.3%

New Orleans-Metairie 35.8 35.7 36.3 0.3% -1.4%

Shreveport-Bossier City 34.5 34.3 35.5 0.6% -2.8%

Slidell-Mandeville-Covington 34.4 34.3 34.7 0.3% -0.9%

Louisiana 35.9 35.7 36.9 0.6% -2.7%

Note: Data are not seasonally adjusted; July 2025 data are revised. August 2025 data are preliminary. 

https://www.bls.gov/sae/data/


Table 3. State and Metro Area Private Sector Average Hourly Earnings

Area Aug-25 Jul-25 Aug-24

% Change

(MoM) (YoY)
Alexandria 48.6 48.3 48.3  - 0.6%

Baton Rouge 356.1 355.2 354.5 0.3% 0.5%

Hammond 39 38.8 39 0.5%  -

Houma-Bayou Cane-Thibodaux 75.4 75.4 75.4  -  -

Lafayette 163.4 163.5 161.4 -0.1% 1.2%

Lake Charles 88.2 88.5 88.3 -0.3% -0.1%

Monroe 77.6 77.5 77.3  - 0.4%

New Orleans-Metairie 421.5 420.9 419.7 0.1% 0.4%

Shreveport-Bossier City 142.9 142.5 140.7 0.3% 1.6%

Slidell-Mandeville-Covington 88.3 88.2 87.3 0.1% 1.1%

Louisiana 1680.6 1676.7 1666.6 0.2% 0.8%

Note: Data are not seasonally adjusted; July 2025 data are revised. August 2025 data are preliminary. 

Initial claims represent people in Louisiana who are newly filing for unemployment benefits and are a 
leading indicator of labor market weakness. Continued claims represent people in the state who are still 
receiving benefits and they reflect the persistence of unemployment. If both initial and continued claims 
are rising together, it suggests new layoffs and difficulty finding new employment. If initial claims rise 
but continued claims remain stable or fall, it might indicate a short-term shock rather than a potential 
recession. Declining continued claims, even if initial claims stay elevated, could signal that people are 
getting back to work quickly, and if continued claims rise while initial claims fall, that could signal a 
slowing rate of new layoffs, but ongoing unemployment problems.

Source: laworks.net
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Figure 1. Louisiana Inititial and Continued Unemployment Insurance Weekly Claims 
- 4-Week Moving Average

IC (4WMA) CC (4WMA)

https://www.laworks.net/LaborMarketInfo/LMI_UIClaimsReportMenu.asp


The following figure provides an illustration of the monthly percentage changes in total nonfarm 
employment for the U.S. For September, figures are higher than predicted, although the estimates are 
preliminary. However, July and August estimates have been revised downward, from 79,000 to 72,000 for 
July, and from 22,000 to -4,000 for August.
Source: bls.gov
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Figure 2. Current U.S. Employment - Total Nonfarm - % Change, by Month
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https://www.bls.gov/ces


2. COMMODITIES
The following tables provide data on the weekly prices of energy and agricultural commodities, reflecting 
the broader economic performance of these sectors.
Source: eia.gov

Table 4. Energy Commodities, Weekly 

Commodity 11/14/25 11/7/25 11/15/24

% Change

(WoW) (YoY)
Brent Crude Oil $62.87 $64.30 $72.89 -2.2% -13.7%

WTI Crude Oil $60.16 $60.87 $68.38 -1.2% -12.0%

Henry Hub Natural Gas $3.62 $3.54 $1.79 2.3% 102.2%

U.S. Regular Conventional Gas $2.94 $2.93 $2.95 0.3% -0.3%

 
Table 5. Agricultural Commodities, Daily Period of November 20, 2025

Commodity Listed Price Dollar ($) Unit of Measurement

% Change

Daily Weekly Monthly (YoY)
Soybeans $1,133.10 $11.33 $/Bu -0.3% -1.2% 9.9% 15.9%

Wheat $532.21 $5.32 $/Bu -0.8% -0.7% 6.4% -3.0%

Lumber $532.06 $5.32 $/MBF -0.5% -7.5% -13.2% -10.9%

Palm Oil $4,153.00 $41.53 $/MT -1.7% 0.7% -7.9% -12.9%

Sugar (No. 11) $14.76 $0.15 $/Lb 0.5% 2.2% -3.2% -30.9%

Coffee $409.23 $4.09 $/Lb 0.6% 1.8% -1.1% 38.7%

Corn $427.45 $4.27 $/Bu -0.5% -3.2% 1.8% 0.2%

Rice $10.07 $0.10 $/CWT -0.3% -3.1% -3.9% -33.6%

Orange Juice $149.99 $1.50 $/Lb 1.1% -9.5% -19.3% -70.7%

https://www.eia.gov


3. LOUISIANA REAL ESTATE
The following table provides data on single-family residential building permits for MSAs (and CBSAs) in 
Louisiana for the month of August 2025. The previous month’s estimate is also provided in addition to 
August 2024 to allow for monthly and yearly comparisons. Table 7 presents data on the value-per-unit 
for single-family building permits for MSAs (and CBSAs) in Louisiana for the same periods in addition to 
the month-over-month and year-over-year percentage changes. The last table lists the number of sub-
regional locations (i.e., towns) within the CBSA that reported building permits over the periods under 
review.
Source: census.gov

Table 6. New Privately Owned Housing Units Authorized, by CBSA

CBSA
Sum of Single-Family Units Change (%)

Aug-25 Jul-25 Aug-24 MoM YoY
Alexandria 22 22 17 0.0% 29.4%

Baton Rouge 249 294 269 -15.3% -7.4%

DeRidder 5 11 5 -54.5% 0.0%

Hammond 50 58 65 -13.8% -23.1%

Houma-Bayou Cane-Thibodaux 34 30 73 13.3% -53.4%

Lafayette 168 186 159 -9.7% 5.7%

Lake Charles 49 62 107 -21.0% -54.2%

Minden 2 2 3 0.0% -33.3%

Monroe 32 27 31 18.5% 3.2%

Morgan City 6 8 3 -25.0% 100.0%

Natchitoches 2 2 11 0.0% -81.8%

New Iberia 9 9 13 0.0% -30.8%

New Orleans-Metairie 50 78 99 -35.9% -49.5%

Opelousas 11 12 8 -8.3% 37.5%

Ruston 17 16 7 6.3% 142.9%

Shreveport-Bossier City 73 72 99 1.4% -26.3%

Slidell-Mandeville-Covington 69 69 94 0.0% -26.6%

Not in CBSA 26 19 31 36.8% -16.1%

 

https://www.census.gov/construction/bps/msamonthly.html


Table 7. New Privately Owned Housing Unit (Single-Family) Values (Per Unit) Authorized, by CBSA

CBSA
Sum of Single-Family Units Change (%)

Aug-25 Jul-25 Aug-24 MoM YoY
Alexandria $324,287 $304,796 $312,070 6.4% 3.9%

Baton Rouge $271,555 $281,279 $250,879 -3.5% 8.2%

DeRidder $287,588 $122,912 $327,486 134.0% -12.2%

Hammond $186,660 $188,729 $175,097 -1.1% 6.6%

Houma-Bayou Cane-Thibodaux $239,123 $255,244 $241,660 -6.3% -1.0%

Lafayette $248,872 $200,835 $233,421 23.9% 6.6%

Lake Charles $193,834 $199,489 $199,189 -2.8% -2.7%

Minden $276,196 $276,196 $221,902 0.0% 24.5%

Monroe $267,338 $197,278 $225,556 35.5% 18.5%

Morgan City $251,848 $244,131 $171,596 3.2% 46.8%

Natchitoches $412,750 $432,500 $243,521 -4.6% 69.5%

New Iberia $180,481 $255,677 $134,527 -29.4% 34.2%

New Orleans-Metairie $316,256 $447,488 $319,516 -29.3% -1.0%

Opelousas $171,915 $171,915 $147,527 0.0% 16.5%

Ruston $190,098 $183,518 $302,264 3.6% -37.1%

Shreveport-Bossier City $324,439 $282,294 $256,795 14.9% 26.3%

Slidell-Mandeville-Covington $336,563 $256,076 $261,654 31.4% 28.6%

Not in CBSA $258,611 $240,995 $245,645 7.3% 5.3%

 



Table 8. Number of CBSA Sub-Regions Reporting Single-Family Building Permits

CBSA
Places within CBSA

Aug-25 Jul-25 Aug-24
Alexandria 5 7 3

Baton Rouge 19 20 21

DeRidder 1 2 1

Hammond 3 2 2

Houma-Bayou Cane-Thibodaux 4 4 4

Lafayette 12 13 10

Lake Charles 10 7 8

Minden 1 1 2

Monroe 7 6 6

Morgan City 4 3 3

Natchitoches 1 1 2

New Iberia 3 2 1

New Orleans-Metairie 11 13 12

Opelousas 3 3 2

Ruston 3 3 3

Shreveport-Bossier City 7 7 7

Slidell-Mandeville-Covington 5 6 6

Not in CBSA 12 9 13

 



4. PORTS
The following figures provide a snapshot of short-term export, import, and vessel arrival activity across 
Louisiana’s five deep-water ports, reflecting the region’s current economic conditions, trade patterns, 
industrial strengths, and supply chain dynamics.
Source: portwatch.imf.org
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Figure 3. Baton Rouge Port Exports, Monthly Average 
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Figure 4. New Orleans Port Exports, Monthly Average
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Figure 5. South Louisiana Port Exports, Monthly 
Average
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Figure 6. Lake Charles Port Exports, Monthly Average 
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Figure 7. Plaquemines Port Exports, Monthly Average 

http://portwatch.imf.org/pages/port-monitor
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Figure 8. Baton Rouge Port Imports, Monthly Average 
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Figure 9. New Orleans Port Imports, Monthly Average 

0

10,000

20,000

30,000

40,000

50,000

60,000

Fe
b-2
4
Ap
r-2
4
Jun
-24

Au
g-2
4
Oc
t-2
4

De
c-2
4

Fe
b-2
5
Ap
r-2
5
Jun
-25

Au
g-2
5
Oc
t-2
5

M
et

ric
 T

on
s

Figure 10. South Louisiana Port Imports, Monthly 
Average
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Figure 11. Lake Charles Port Imports, Monthly Average 
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Figure 12. Plaquemines Port Imports, Monthly 
Average 
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Figure 13. Baton Rouge Port Arrival of Ships (Cargo 
and Tanker), Monthly Average
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Figure 14. New Orleans Port Arrival of Ships (Cargo 
and Tanker), Monthly Average
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Figure 15. South Louisiana Port Arrival of Ships (Cargo 
and Tanker), Monthly Average

Number of Cargo Ships Number of Tanker Ships
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Figure 16. Lake Charles Port Arrival of Ships (Cargo 
and Tanker), Monthly Average

Number of Cargo Ships Number of Tanker Ships

0.0

0.2

0.4

0.6

0.8

1.0

1.2

1.4

Fe
b-2

4
Apr-2

4
Jun-2

4

Aug-2
4

Oct-
24

Dec-
24

Fe
b-2

5
Apr-2

5
Jun-2

5

Aug-2
5

Oct-
25

Nu
m

be
r 

of
 V

es
se

ls

Figure 17. Plaquemines Port Arrival of Ships (Cargo 
and Tanker), Monthly Average
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

Construction Spending 
[Sep]
ISM Manufacturing 
[Oct]
Total Vehicle Sales 
[Oct]

Trade Balance 
[Sep]
Jolts 
[Sep]

ISM Services 
[Oct]

Productivity 
[Q3 P]

Employment 
[Oct]
U. of Michigan Sentiment  
[Nov]
Consumer Credit 
[Sep]

NFIB Small Business 
[Oct]

CPI 
[Oct]
Federal Budget 
[Oct]

Retail Sales 
[Oct]
PPI  
[Oct]
Business Inventories 
[Sep]

Import Price Index 
[Oct]
Industrial Production 
[Oct]
NAHB Index 
[Nov]

Housing Starts 
[Oct]
FOMC Minutes 
[Oct]

Existing Home Sales 
[Oct]

State Employment 
[Oct]

S&P/C-S Home Prices 
[Sep]
Consumer Confidence 
[Nov]
Pending Home Sales 
[Oct]

GDP & Profits 
[Q3 2nd](RESCHEDULED)
Durable Goods  
[Oct]
Personal Income 
[Oct] (RESCHEDULED)
New Home Sales  
[Oct]

v

Veteran’s Day 
[U.S. Markets Closed

Thanksgiving Day 
[U.S. Markets Closed

1

432 765 8

11109 141312 15

181716 212019 22

252423 282726 29

30

Economic Calendar

The Louisiana Economic Vitals economic calendar provides insights into upcoming events and data releases.  
It includes information on national economic indicators, such as GDP, employment figures, inflation rates, and central bank meetings. 
Links to source are included.
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https://www.census.gov/construction/c30/c30index.html
https://www.ismworld.org/supply-management-news-and-reports/reports/ism-report-on-business/
https://fred.stlouisfed.org/series/TOTALNSA
https://www.bea.gov/data/intl-trade-investment/international-trade-goods-and-services
https://www.bls.gov/jlt/
https://www.ismworld.org/supply-management-news-and-reports/reports/ism-report-on-business/
https://www.bls.gov/productivity/
https://www.bls.gov/ces/
https://www.sca.isr.umich.edu/
https://www.federalreserve.gov/releases/g19/current/default.htm
https://www.nfib.com/news/monthly_report/sbet/
https://www.bls.gov/cpi/
https://tradingeconomics.com/united-states/government-budget-value
https://www.census.gov/retail/index.html
https://www.bls.gov/ppi/
https://www.census.gov/mtis/current/index.html
https://www.bls.gov/mxp/
https://www.federalreserve.gov/releases/g17/default.htm
https://www.nahb.org/news-and-economics/housing-economics/indices/housing-market-index
https://www.census.gov/construction/nrc/index.html
https://www.federalreserve.gov/monetarypolicy/fomccalendars.htm
https://www.nar.realtor/research-and-statistics/housing-statistics/existing-home-sales
https://www.bls.gov/sae/
https://www.spglobal.com/spdji/en/index-family/indicators/sp-corelogic-case-shiller/#overview
https://www.conference-board.org/topics/consumer-confidence/
https://www.nar.realtor/research-and-statistics/housing-statistics/pending-home-sales
https://www.bea.gov/news/glance
https://www.census.gov/manufacturing/m3/index.html
https://www.bea.gov/news/glance
https://www.census.gov/construction/nrs/index.html



