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February 9, 2026 

 

 

Senator Mizell 

Chairman 

Senate Committee on Commerce, Consumer Protection & International Affairs  

 

Representative Deshotel 

Chairman 

House Commerce Committee 

 

Emily Andrews 

Special Counsel 

Office of the Governor 

 

Via electronic submission:  

apa.s-com@legis.la.gov; apa.h-com@legis.la.gov; Emily.Andrews@la.gov 

 

Re:  Louisiana Economic Development – Annual Rules Report 

 

Pursuant to R.S. 49:966 (K), I am submitting the enclosed report of action taken by Louisiana Economic 

Development (LED) with respect to the adoption, amendment, or repeal of rules and proposed fee adoptions, 

increases or decreases. This report includes actions taken on rules which were proposed between January 1, 2025 

and December 31, 2025, including the following specific initiatives: 

 

1) EO JML 25-038 – Agency review of certain rules which have not been changed for twenty years or more. 

 

 LED has reviewed 100% of the agency rules listed in Exhibit A, which encompass approximately 20 

agency incentive program rules. To date, the following 4 program rules were evaluated, determined to be obsolete 

and unnecessary, and have therefore been repealed; Title 13: LA Biomedical Research & Development Park, Part 

I 1301 et. seq., and LA University Research and Development Parks Programs, Part I 1501 et seq.; Title 19: 

Minority Business Enterprise; and Office of Women’s Business Enterprise. In 2026, LED will continue its 

evaluation and will revise or delete the remaining rules as may be deemed appropriate. 

  

2) La. R.S. 49:964 (D) – Act 192 (2024 R.S.) – Agency review of all rules within a 5 year period. 

  

 LED’s rules are primarily contained within Titles 13 and 19 of the Louisiana Administrative Code (LAC), 

with a few tax credit incentive program rules contained within Title 61. In 2025, LED reviewed the approximately 

20 agency incentive program rules outlined in EO JML 25-038, and a complete listing of agency rules reviewed 

since the beginning of the five year period, with proposed agency action, if any, are detailed below in Exhibit B.   

To date, LED has reviewed approximately 40% of all agency rules, and is on track to review 100% of 

agency rules within the five-year period, 8/1/2024-7/31/2029. 
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3) La. R.S. 49:964 (B) – Act 454 (2018 R.S.) - All rules public hearing. 

 
 No petitions or submissions were received during 2025 to adopt a new rule, amend or repeal a current rule 

in accordance with the provisions of La. R.S. 49:950 et seq. 

 LED held the public hearing required by Act 454 on December 3, 2025, as stated in the Potpourri 

published in the Louisiana Register on October 20, 2025, attached as Exhibit C. Interested persons were provided 

an opportunity to submit oral or written comments regarding any rule or regulation of LED which the person 

believed to be contrary to law, outdated, unnecessary, overly complex or burdensome. 

 Approximately a dozen individuals, representing various community and environmental activist groups 

used the hearing as a platform to air complaints and concerns about LED’s economic development activities in 

general. The sign-in sheet and summary of oral testimony given are attached as Exhibit D.  

2 sets of written comments were received and attached as Exhibit E to this report, representing the 

following organizations: Rural Roots Louisiana, The Descendants Project, Mt. Triumph Baptist Church, 

Fisherman Involved in Sustaining Our Heritage (FISH), Inclusive Louisiana, Louisiana Bucket Brigade and 2 

individual neighbors of the proposed Meta Data Center.  

LED considered fully all written and oral comments, and provides the following responses: To the extent 

that concerns were raised regarding vague public notice, LED responds that appropriate notice was provided in 

accordance with state law, including publication of a Potpourri Notice in the Louisiana Register, posting on LED’s 

website, posting at the hearing location in the La Salle Building and electronic notice via an email blast to various 

interested parties via its listserv sign-up. To the extent that concerns were raised regarding abuse of emergency 

rulemaking for its Site Investment and Infrastructure Improvement Fund Program Rules, LED responds that such 

emergency rulemaking action was permissive under La. R.S. 51:2316 and its enabling authority Act 365 of the 

2025 Regular Legislative Session. As to all other comments, generally characterized as criticisms of LED’s 

economic development activities, LED responds that we will not apologize for attracting jobs, wages and new 

opportunities for the state.  

 A copy of this report will be placed on LED’s website and be made available to all interested persons. 

 

Should you have any further questions regarding this matter please do not hesitate to reach out. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Anne G. Villa 

Deputy Secretary/CFO 

Louisiana Economic Development 
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Louisiana Economic Development: Annual Rules Report for 2025 
 

 

 

Industrial Tax Exemption Program 

Emergency Rule:        May 20, 2024  

Emergency Rule - Renewal        November 20, 2024 

Notice of Intent:         December 20, 2024 

Public Hearing:         January 30, 2025 

Oversight Committee Summary Report Submittal:    February 10, 2025  

Rule – final publication:       March 20, 2025 

 

 

Electronic Meetings & Disability Accommodations 

Notice of Intent:        October 20, 2024  

Public Hearing:         November 25, 2024 

Oversight Committee Summary Report Submittal:    December 2, 2024  

Rule – final publication:        January 20, 2025 

 

 

Louisiana Economic Development Procurement Code 

Emergency Rule:        October 20, 2024 

Notice of Intent:        November 20, 2024 

Public Hearing:         January 3, 2025 

Oversight Committee Summary Report Submittal:    January 10, 2025 

Rule – final publication:       February 20, 2025 

 

 

Motion Picture Production Tax Credit Program 

Emergency Rule:        June 30, 2025 

Emergency Rule – Renewal:       December 23, 2025 

 

 

High Impact Jobs Program 

Emergency Rule:         July 20, 2025 

Notice of Intent:         August 8, 2025 

Public Hearing:         October 1, 2025 

Oversight Committee Summary Report Submittal:    October 14, 2025 

Rule – final publication:        December 20, 2025 

 

 

Small and Emerging Business Development Program 

Notice of Intent:        August 8, 2025 

Public Hearing:         September 29, 2025 

Oversight Committee Summary Report Submittal:    October 12, 2025  

Rule – final publication:       November 20, 2025 

 

 

Minority Business Enterprise 

Notice of Intent:        September 4, 2025 

Public Hearing:         November 3, 2025 

Oversight Committee Summary Report Submittal:    November 5, 2025  

Rule – final publication:       December 20, 2025 
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Office of Women’s Business Enterprise  

Notice of Intent:        September 4, 2025 Public 

Hearing:          November 3, 2025 

Oversight Committee Summary Report Submittal:    November 5, 2025  

Rule – final publication:       December 20, 2025 

 

 

Louisiana Economic Development – Notice of Public Hearing  

Request for Comments on Rulemaking 

Potpourri:         October 20, 2025 

Public Hearing:         December 3, 2025 

         

 

Site Investment and Infrastructure Improvement Fund 

Emergency Rule:        October 30, 2025 

Notice of Intent:         November 10, 2025 

Public Hearing:         January 5, 2026 

Oversight Committee Summary Report Submittal:    January 12, 2026 

 

 

Louisiana University Research and Development Parks Program 

Notice of Intent:        November 7, 2025 

Public Hearing:         November 29, 2025 

Oversight Committee Summary Report Submittal:    November 30, 2025 

 

 

Louisiana Biomedical Research and Development Park Program 

Notice of Intent:        November 7, 2025 

Public Hearing:         November 29, 2025 

Oversight Committee Summary Report Submittal:    November 30, 2025  

             

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Exhibit A - EO JML 25-38 LED "old" rules
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Exhibit B: ACT 192 - LED Agency Rule Review activity, 8/1/2024-12/31/2025 

 

 

LAC Citation Name Is rule necessary & 

consistent with the 

law & LED’s 

missions? 

Do the benefits of 

the rule outweigh the 

burdens & costs on 

regulated persons? 

LED proposed action 

Title 13, ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, Part I. Financial Incentive Programs 

13,I. 901 Restoration Tax 

Abatement (RTA) 

Y Y Needs updating – target 

revision in 2026 

13,I,101 Board of Commerce 

& Industry (BCI) 

Y Y Needs updating – target 

revision in 2026 

13,I,1301 LA Biomedical R & 

D Park Program 

N N Repealed in 2025 

13,I,1501 LA University R & D 

Park Program 

N N Repealed in 2025 

Title 13, ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, Part III. Financial Assistance Programs 

13, III, 1101 Local Economic 

Development Support 

Fund 

N N Needs further 

evaluation – likely 

deletion, target revision 

in 2026 

13, III, 901 LA Industrial 

Training Program 

N N Needs further 

evaluation – likely 

deletion, target revision 

in 2026 

13, III, 701 Regional Initiatives 

Program 

N N Needs further 

evaluation – likely 

deletion, target revision 

in 2026 

13, III,501  Port Development 

Program 

N N Needs further 

evaluation – likely 

deletion, target revision 

in 2026 

13, III, 1501  LA Project Equity 

Fund 

N N Needs further 

evaluation – likely 

deletion, target revision 

in 2026 
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Title 13, ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, Part V Office of the Secretary 

13, V, 101  Substance Abuse & 

Drugfree Workplace 

Program 

Y Y Needs further 

evaluation 

TITLE 19 CORPORATION AND BUSINESS, Part I. Office of Women’s Business Enterprise 

19. I.101 Women’s Business 

Enterprise 

N N Repealed in 2025 

19. III.101 Minority Business 

Enterprise 

N N Repealed in 2025 

Title 19, CORPORATION AND BUSINESS  Part VII Louisiana Economic Development Corporation 

19, VII, 2101 LA VC Capital 

Investment Program 

N N Needs further 

evaluation – likely 

deletion, target revision 

in 2026 

19, VII, 6101 Contract Loans N N Needs further 

evaluation – likely 

deletion, target revision 

in 2026 

19, VII, 2301 LA VC Match 

Program 

N N Needs further 

evaluation – likely 

deletion, target revision 

in 2026 

19, VII,7301  LA Small business 

Linked Deposit 

N N Needs further 

evaluation – likely 

deletion, target revision 

in 2026 

19, VII, 1501  BIDCO & Capital 

Access 

N N Needs further 

evaluation – likely 

deletion, target revision 

in 2026 

19, VII, 2701  University 

Foundation 

Investment Program 

N N Needs further 

evaluation – likely 

deletion, target revision 

in 2026 

 

This represents approximately 40% of LED’s rules. 
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December 3, 2025, All LED Rules Hearing 

 

Oral comments summary: 

 

  

Speaker 1: Dr. Jo Banner, CoFounder, The Descendants Project, St. John the Baptist Parish 

 Detailed written comments are incorporated in organization letter dated 12/2/2025, submitted to LED. 

 LEDC’s statutory authority of La. R.S. 51:2312(B) provides that LEDC has the power, authority & duty 

to examine impediments to the success of Louisiana small businesses.  

 Believes that LED’s actions in approving big business projects contradict that authority. 

 In addition LED’s action hinder small business. 

 In addition, LED fails to undertake due diligence in assessing valid date to support jobs and salary 

figures. 

 

Speaker 2: Rev. Harry Joseph. Mt. Triumph Baptist Church, St. James Parish  

 Detailed written comments are incorporated in organization letter dated 12/2/2025, submitted to LED. 

 Objects to fast-tracking of permitting, CCS projects and use of NDA’s. 

 CF cited as an example of a project that did not create jobs for locals. 

 

Speaker 3: Anne Rolfes, Director, Louisiana Bucket Brigade, New Orleans. 

 Detailed written comments are incorporated in organization letter provided dated 12/2/2025, submitted 

to LED. 

 Concerned with inequity in policy, focusing on big industrial projects rather than small businesses. 

 Concerned about LED’s response to a public records request. 

 Objected to vague public notice for the hearing. 

 LED mistakenly focuses efforts on out of state companies.  

 Land for the Hyundai project in Ascension Parish is in census tracts that suffer from systemic poverty 

and have been neglected by LED and are now mistakenly being used for industrial development. 

 

Speaker 4: Gail LeBoeuf, Co-Founder, Inclusive Louisiana, St. James Parish. 

 Detailed written comments are incorporated in organization letter dated 12/2/2025, submitted to LED. 

 Objects to sequestration projects and vague hearing notice. 

 Objects to sweet heart deals such as the Hyundai project. 

 High cancer and crime rates occur in the areas around the chemical plants and resident don’t want any 

more. 

 

Speaker 5: Robin Thigpen, Executive Director Fisherman Involved in Sustaining Our Heritage (FISH), 

Cameron Parish 

 Detailed written comments are incorporated in organization letter dated 12/2/2025, submitted to LED. 

 Economic development should not revolve around chemical plants. 

 LNG plants have greatly impacted the fishing industry. 

 Cameron Parish has no hospital and suffers from air and water pollution from chemical plants. 

 Opposed to fast-tracking of permits when companies are in violation of existing permits. 

 Locals are sick of being ignored and not being offered jobs. 



Exhibit E - LED all rules hearing - written comments
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